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A Guide to Heaven 
FROM THE 


| W OR D: 


OR, 
' 600 ÞD COUNSEL 


How to cloſe ſavingly with 


CHRIST. 


W 1TH 


| Some ſhort, but ſerious Que- 
{tions to ask our hearts eve- 
ry Morning and Evening, 
whether we walk cloſely 
with Him. 

And eſpecially, Rules for the ſtri& 


and due obſervarion of the 
Lords Day. 


Joh. 5. 39. 
Search the Scriptures. 
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_ Courteous Reader, 


He the Author of 
KR theſe Rules and 
! Enquiries intended them 
for the Preſs, thau-migh> 
teſt have found them et 
off With: greater advan- 
tage ta pleaſe a curious 
| Pallat , but being drawn 
? A2 out 


X $7 I —_ 


TO IS 


To the Reader. 
out only for a plain peo- 
ple, they come cloſe to the 
( onſcience, in a familiar 
vulgar ſtile. Read them 
With care and confidera- 
tion, and you Will find e- 
very line almoſt heart- 
ſearching, Keep this 
Book alway at your Beds- 
head, and let not a day 
paſs over your head, with= 
out taking it into your 
band , and pondering the 
things in your heart. The 


firſt Rules are of ſingular 
atcadls pr 


To the Reader. 

| uſe. to bring you mito 

| Chriſt : The (Queſtions 

' to keep you cloſe in your 
walk With him every day: 
And the laſt (Rules are to 
help you eſpecially on Gods 
Day. Never more need of 
Counſel about onr fouls : 

\ The Lord help us to ims 

| proveall to Gods glory , 
and our own good and 
comfort. 


Farewel. 
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Good Counſel how to cloſe 
ſaviagly with Chriſt, 8c. 
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Twelve Rules to prepare you 
for cloſing with ChriF, 


= - T Ork your hearts 
F WW into a thorow 
andUnfeigned belief of rhe 
A 4 Ar-+ 


wh = 
4 OE I RE 


2 Directions to prepare « 


Articles of your Faith: 
Pelieve certainly and firm- 
ly, without tie leaſt doubr, 
that there is a great and 
glorious God , that Jeſus 
Chriſtis his only Son, and 
the alone Saviour : That 
the Bible is the true Word 
of God : That undoubted- 
ly there is ſuch a place as 
Heaven and Hell, Heb, 
I1.6. 

2, Really belicve, that 
you carry within your 
breſts, precious and' im- 
mortal ſouls ; which muſt 
be adjudged by this God 
to one of thoſe two places, 
there to be for ever and e- 
vcr, 


| 


Pl 


you for Chrifl, 3 


ver, Mat, 16.26, S&C. 

2. Aſſure your felves- 
that the laſt Sentence will 
be palt according ro your 
well or ill behaving your 
ſelves in this life. Every 


man ſhall be rewarded ac- 


cording to his works, 2 Cor, 
5. 10, Iſa, 3.10,11. Eccleſ, 
Ss. 2,14,+3. ; 
4. Account upon it, 
that it's very dithcult to 


; come to that Heaven, and 


that the way ro deſtruQion 
is broad and ealie, Re- 
member ſtill, you have de- 
ceitful hearts within you, a 
wicked Devil nigh you,and 


{nares and hinderances a- 


A 5 bout 
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4+ Diredt:ons to prepare 
bout and before you , Mat; | 
7,13,"4. Like 13.24, 

Say, my time 15 ſhort my 
work is great, and my. 
ſtrength is {mal, 

5. Certainly believe it, 
that Heaven is {o glorious, 
that it's worth all your care 
and pains, be it never ſo 
much : and that Hell is ſo 
dreadful, that you may rea- 
fonably fly from it with all 
diligence , earneſtneſs and ' 
{peed ; that. it's better you 
never had been born, it 
you ſhould die in your {ins, | 
and: periſh everlaſtingly : 
what a direful ſcreetch will 
your ſoul give, it it goes 
TD OUF. : 
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you for Chriſt, 5 * 


; 1out of your body into un- 


quenchable burnings > Heb, 
Ii. 14, 16,26, 1 te, I. 4. 


C4 Con 4.247,1S. 2 Cor .5.17. 


6. Reckon., that all tc 


' troubles of this world, cant 


make a man going to thar 
Heaven in ways of Righte- 
Oulneſs , miſerable and 
wretched : How {weet will 
it be topaſs, though out of 
a poor totrering Conaze, 
into a glorious Palace ? 
Our of a Sea of troubles and 
dangers, into an Haven of 
Peace, Reſt, and Plenty ? 
Nor can all the Riches, 
Honours, and Pleaſures 
here, make a man going, ro: 
that 


6 Direftions to prepare 


that Hell, happy : What a 
terrible Hell will Hell be: 
to great ones, that have 
ſpent all thcir days in plea- 
{ure ! Ir's much to change 
a Palace for the dark filent | 
Grave; Jewels and Deck- 
ings, for worms and rot- 
renneſs, Bur what 1s it to 
have ſweet ſingings turned 
into bitter howlings? Deckt 
and glittering rooms , plea- 
{ant walks, rich attire, deli- 
cious fare into dark Dun- 
geons, unquenchable lakes 
of fire and brimſtone > Mal, 
3.15.00 18, Luke 12, 16, 
to 21. 

7, Serioully think, I may 


yet 


yor for Chil, 7 


yet get to this Heaven, and 
avoid the fearful plagucy 
and tcrrours of Hell, It 1 
ſhall come to glory, what 
a God ſhall I enjoy for e- 
ver and ever? into what 
bleſſed arms and' boſlome 
ſhall I caſt my foul > and if 
I ſhould go to Hell at laſt, 
can I bear up under the 
weight of Gods vengeance? 
Well , yer there 15 hope 

Gods heart , the door of 
Grace, and the Gate of 
Heaven , yet ſtand open, 
How would the damned in 
Hell give thouſands of 
worlds ( if they had them) 


for my may be! Heaven, 


Grace, 


Directions to prepare 8 


Grace, and Chriſt are of- 
fered, and dare Irefuſe all > 
Can I venture the loſs of 
ſoul and body for ever and 
ever > Heb.10.30,31. 

8, If I miſs of glory, 
**rwill be mine own faulr, 
my damnation will lie at 
my own door : God can 
clear himſelf of my blood ; 
his profers of grace are free 
and frequent , earneſt and 
real; and ſhall I murder 
mine own ſfoul> Ezek.18, 
32, Foh. 5, 40. It may be 
written over my Crave, 
Here « one that deſtroyed 
himſelf , that would go 10 
Hell thirow mercies, judg- 
ments. 


you for Chriſt, 9. 
ments and warnings. 

9. Debate the caſe with 
' your foul ſolemn'y, What 
i5 there in fin, that 1 fo 
much dote on > What arc 
my greateſt deſigns and 
projects in the World>Can 
.I dig the pearl of happineſs 
out of this dunghil World > 
Can I get the Houſes, 
Lands, Honours, Friends 
that I aim at? and if I 
ſhould , what are they?» 
Certainly conciude , the 
orcateſt wiſdom 1s to be 
wiſe to ſalvation, and my 
beſt work 15 to work 1t out 
with fear and trembling,leſt 
—_ Prow.,3.13,14. GC. 
IO Then 


10 Directions to prepare 


10. Then ſearch and try 
your hearts, whether you 
are in the Faith, and your 
hearts ſound in Gods Sta- 
rutes, Ask ſeriouſly, Have 
I the love that is ſincere, 
the Faith that is ſound,ſoul- 
{avingzand (1n-killing , and 
life-reforming > Am I ſure 
my face and heart are really 
ſet $707-ward,and Heaven- 
ward? 2 Cor.I3.5. 

To this end Query : 

I. Did 1 ever ſee ſin 0- 
diows , black and helliſh # 
Defiling and damning ? 
Have 1 ſeen it in the glaſs 
of the Law, bloody and kil- 
ling * but in Chriſts blood, 

7 exceed- 


=_ for Criſt, Ik 


exceeding, and above mea- 
ſare ſinful? Rom,7.13. 
2, DoTſee in Jeſus Chriſt 


a beatty and excellency , a 


falneſs and all-ſ« fficiency ? 


15 he the chiefeſt of ten thou- 
' ſands, altogether lovely in 


mine eye ? Can 1 ſay, 0h 
thouſand of gold ( if 1 had 
it) for an intereſt in Chriſt's 


bleod, that cleanſing, heal- 


- ing; pea e-ſpeaking blood ! 
+ None but Chriſt. All is but 


dung, that I may win him, 
Pi11.3.7,9. 


11, Take itfor granted, 


that there 15 no name under 


' heaven, whereby you can 


be {aved, but Jeſus Chriſts. 


All 


EI 
" « 1'$ 


12 Direttions to prepare 
All grace and mercy for |! 
this life , and that to come, 7, 
muſt come to you thorow 4 
the channel of Chriſts *o 
blood, As 16.30,31. As 
4.10,11.12. Say, By (inI oi 
have ſhut Heaven gate, and | 
hardned Gods heart againſt k 
me : [I have laid myſelf o- fy 
pen to all the wrath of God, * r\ 
all the curſes in n the Bible, | 
and all the rorments of | q 
Hell : and it I could bring | y 
all the cries of my ſelf, and | 
all my friends, the ſtrength |! y 
of the Angels, theriches of } ; 
all the world, it would be | 

| 1 


> 
a Omg BLEED, 
IE nals Yd 


as nothing to make up this 
woful breach: Chriſt alone | 
can doit, 12,Be- \ 


; you for Chriſt, 13 
r  T2.Believe it, that Chrift 
came to ſeek and to fave 
Yuch as we that were loſt, 
"That he is not only able , 
' "but willing and ready to 
give forth his rich grace. 
| What made him leave his 
 EFarhers boſome, put off the 
© Majeſtick Robes of his glo- 


| ry, but love to poor ſouls? 


a Tu 


| What made him drink the 
& dreadful cup of his Fathers 
wrath, make ſuch loud 
calls, ſuch rich proffers 
i wait , and ſend; be re- 
| zeted, and waits cry car- 
{ neſtly, and wait long , but 
love to ſinners > Fob, 6.35, 


37. 'Twas love to ſouls 
| made 


14 Diredtions. | 


made him give up his body 
to be broken, that precious? 
box of oyntment, which fills? 
both heaven and earth with 
its {\weet ſavour, and plea-"! f: 
ſant perfumes. þ 

Having throughly weigh- þ, 
ed and believed theſe fore- " 
going propoſitions : then | 
come to Chriſt theſe 1 3| 
ways, LE 


j 
lyſ Woirt ion bow to cloſe [a+ 
Is. : wvinzly with Chriſt. 


bY 0 Ome to Chriſt, a 
poor, loſt, and un- 
{done wretch, hopeleſs and 
helpleſs; as to an onely 
table, and merciful Saviour. 
Cry out, as ORC iinking un- 
er the Waves and boiſte- 

Tous tempeſts of ſin , Ma- 
ter ſave, or elſe 7 periſh. If 
thou wilt, thou canſt, Heb. 
7.25, Say with Thomas , 
My Lord, and my God, my 
Chriſt , and my Sevitur 3 : 
put the hand of thy Faith 
pnto Chriſts pierced and 

blecd- 


14 Direftions., 


made him give up his body, 
to be broken, that precious? 
box of oyntment,which fills! 
both heaven and earth with ;, 
irs {weetſavour, and plea- 7 E. 
ſant perfumes. [3 
Having throughly weigh- 
cd and believed theſe fore- n 
going propoſitions : then } 
come to Chriſt theſe 13 | 
Ways, | ji 


'T ( 
* 
+. 


ly Directions bow to cloſe [a+ 
Is ingly with Chriſt 
ag. Ome to Chriſt, a 
" poor, loſt, and un- 
{done wretch, hopeleſs and 
helpleſs; as to an onely 
" fable, and merciful Saviour, 
Cry out, as one ſinking un- 
> der the Waves and boiſte- 
Tous tempeſts of ſin , Ma- 
ter ſave, or elſe 7 periſh. If 
thou wilt, thou canſt, Heb. 
9.25, Say with Thomas, 
y Lord, and my Ged, my 
Chriſt, and my Saviour ; 
put the hand of thy Faith 
" ſinto Chriſts pierced and 
; bleed- | 


r 


16 Direfions how to 


bleeding fides, 27s 
28, Say as they, F0h,6,58 
Whither ſhould: I go, bur 
unto ſuch a Saviour ! thou 
haſt eternal life. Thou 
cant help me out of the 
 deepandimiery ditch: of my 
ſins, and:over the fiery and 
fearful gulph of - Gods 
wrath, and canſt bring me 
into the bleſſed preſence , 
yea, into:the gracious arms, 
boſome, and embraces of 
the God of glory. L firerelh 
our the weak arms. of my: 
Faith. to: thee,. O. ſtretch our 
che-ſtrong arm of thy pow- 
cr andmercy,and come and: 

i  ſavemeÞ | 

Fr ES, 2 Come 


== % wn. mn © FD Of A fag kad A: rok Oc nk od MK ww _ cc. 


cloſe with Chriff, 17 
2, Come as an humble, 
broken, and relenting fn- 
ner, to: an offended Maje- 
ty. Come trembling, with 
rears in your eyes, and deep 
forrow in your heart. . 
Come - as one vile in the 
ſight of God,your ſelf, men, 
and Angels, As the poor 
Publican ,, nat worthy to. 
look up to heaven , {mite 
On. thy wicked heart, As 
the Cengurion, ſay , 1am 
not worthy thow fhouldeſt 
come under the roof of my 
heart. As the Prodigal, 7 
have ſinned againſt Heaver, 
and am not worthy to be an 
hired ſervant... Yer there is 
meEr- 


18 Direftions how 10 
mercy enough in my Fa- 
thers heart and thy merits, 
Iſa. 61.1, Ihave let flie ma- 
ny poyſonous bullets, and 


bicter arrows of fin __ 
thee ; I have by ſin, fetchr 


(as it were) blood from thy 


precious heart. afreſh , 
though it ran ſofreely. and 
abundantly for my fake ; 
but now a ſight of thy pier- 
ced fide breaks my heart 
with ſobs and ſighs. My 
fins are now. as ſo many 
pricks in my ſide, thorns at 
my heart, and ropes about 

my neck, # 
3, Come as a filthy pol- 
luted, loathſome ' creature, 
co 


| 


—— 


elefe with Chriſt, 19 


to acleanſing Fountain of 


Grace, Lazarwm in all his 
fores, or Feb on the dung- 


hil with his ſcabs and bort- 


ches, were not ſo filthy and 
abominable in the eye of 
man, as I am through the 
running ſores and plagues 
of my heart and life, in the 
ſight of an holy and pure 
God. 1 am more vile then 
the Toad, then the ſtinking 
carrion in the ditch, How 
doth this filth fiream 
through every duty. and 
mercy 2 I'drop, the filchi- 
neſs of fin; 'whereever I 
go. Oh waſh, 'clcanſe and 
purifie in thy blood, vb 1 5. 
| B 


16, 


xeoarly Are 


” EE —— 


20 Diredions how to 


16, 42, Unclean, unclean ! 
Thy, body was broken to let 
out thy blood for my ſake , 
and ſhall not my heart be 


\ broken to let out the filth 


and gore of my {in ? 

4. Come as a bond-ſlave, 
drudge,and vaſlal, to Chriſt 
as to a Redeemer. Com- 
plain of the Devils cruel 
uſage,and Sins tyrannizing. 


| Say, Lord, thou haft paid 


a price ſufficient. Thou 
haſt redeemed me by thy 
precious blood,that is more 
worth: then ten thouſand 
worlds. Knock off theſe 
iron fetters, reſcue me out 
of this helliſh Dungeon of 


fin, 


cloſe with Chriſt, 21 
ſin, ' I have now no com- 
mand of my head or heart, 
of my rongue or paſſions, 
How do luſts domineere ! 
Luke 4. 18. Heb.2.14, 15. 
Rom, 12,13,14, Here I lic 
ſtaked down to the carth by 
a carnal heart. 

5. Come as a {in-(ick- 
{oul ro Chriſt, asto the only 
able Phyſitian, As (ick per- 
ſons, crying out of an aking 
head, or griping bowels. 
So complain, Oh the plague 
of an hard heart! The 
galls and gripes of a woun- 
ded conſcience ! the wounds 
and ſtabs I have given my 
_ foul by ſin ! Here Tam fick 
: ER 
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to the very heart , fainting 
and periſhing, Oh a drop 
of thy blood : that is a cor- 
dial indeed, the ſoveraitgn 
Balm of Gilead. Theſe ma- 
ny years, yea all my life 


have I been diſeaſed with 


the bloody iſſue of {ing and 
all others are Phyſitians of 
no value ; bur if I may bur 
touch the hem of thy righ- 
teous Garment, I ſhall be 
whole, Matth, 9.20,21,23, 
I come to thee with mine 
Ulcers and Impoſthumes, 
to be lanced ; that the rot- 
ren members of my body 
of ſin may be cut off. 

- 6, Come weary ang hea- 
vy 


cloſe with Chriſt, 23 


vy laden with your fins, 
to Chriſt for reſt and eaſe, 
Mat.11,28,29, Good Paul 
groaning under the weight 
of {in, makes many heavy. 
heart-burning complaints , 
Rom 7. 18, 19, and 34 bur 
yet inthe 25.v.he triumphs 
in Chriſt, Holy David, 
reſtlefs and difquiet, roars 
under fin, P[al. 38, 1, to 9. 
Thoſe ſins that were {Jas 
jewels 1n your eye, yea, as 
your right hand or eye, are 
they now as milſtones and 
loads to your ſoul > 

7. Come as a poor,nee- 
dy, and naked creature tO 
Chriſt, as the poor to the 
B 3 rich 


24 Direfions how 10 


rich mans door for alms. 


Come quite ſtript naked of 


your own righteouſneſs , 


Kev. 3. 17,18, Cry out of 


p_ ſpiritual poverty x 


ord, not one penny of 


orace to help my ſclf, Ne- 
vcr a Poorer wretch came 
to thee for mercy. Grace 
I want; if I periſh it ſhall 
be atthy fcet, begging and 
praying. I will not bethruſt 
away from tl'y door, Be- 
told want of Faitty, Pati- 
ence, Love, &c. Notable 
to think or ſpeak, todo, or 
ſuffer. Oh ler the ſweet 
ealcs of thy ſpirit bring thy 
rich promiſes frauzhe with 

in- 


cl:f* with Chriſt. 25 


incomparable grace and 
comfort , to unlade their 
heavenly treaſure into my 
| boſome. Give me the key 
of Faith, that I may unlock 
thy rich Store-houſe , and 
fetch what I want. 

8. Come as an hunger- 
ſtarv'd ſoul for bread of 
life, thirſting and panting 
for {qul-refreſhing grace , 
Iſa. 55. Beg,cry out; Bread, 
Pread, In ſome Countries 
through great want , they 
cry,Give,and cut me,(hold- 
ing out their arm) give and 
kill me. Cry, Give, Lord, 
and ſtrike me,Give me hea- 
venly food , and do what 
B 4 thou 
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thou wilt with me. Say, | 
| Lord, if but as a Dog, I 
may receive crumbs that fall | 
from thy full Table of } 
Grace, Thirſt and behold |} 
in every bleeding deep | 
wound of Chriſt a foun- 
rain of rich flowing mercy. | 
Fach heavenly promiſe 
ſteept in that ſweet blood of 
Chriſt by faith, can afford 
a full ſatisfying meal of joy 
and comfort to thy pining 
hunger-birten Soul, Apply 
the lips of thy faith to thoſe 
fill breſts,to thoſe over , e-. 
ver-flowing Wells of ſalva- | 
tion. Say, Lord,open thoſe 

precicus boxcs of ointment, 
| - and 


clife with Chrift; 27- 
and ſprinkle them on m 
dead, barren, parched thir- 
ſty keart, May I have but 
bread, bur a drop, 'twill be 
as a refreſhing cordial; 
how {ſweet then will a feait 
of fat things be, Wine on. 
the Lees ! 

9. Come as a fooliſh ig- 
norant and backward Scho- 
larto Chriſt as to a: great 
Prophet or Schoolmaſter. 
Say, Lord, its thou muſk. 
teach me, or I ſhall never 
learn: I am dullto under-. 
ftand, but thou canſt and 
doſt © teach thy people to: 
profit : Lord;. that I may 
receive my ſpiritual: eye- 


28 Driredions how to 


Thou haſt many an heaven- 
ly leſſon toteach, as Faith, | 
Patience, Self-denial, &c. -| 
. Tam come to be thy Diſci- 
ple, I have a long time been 
under the teachings: of 
man, let me have the teach- 
ings of thy Spirit, ,, Thou 
art mcek , and not harſh, 
Mat, 11.29. 

10, Come as an unsktl- 
ful, crembling Souldier, as 
a weak David, ſtrugling 
with Bears, Lyons, and Gs- 
liahs , with Principalities 
and Powers, Come to 
Chriſt as to the Captain 
of your Salvation ; fay, 
Lord, it's thou muſt teach 
my 


cloſe with Chrift, 29 
my hands to war, and my 
fingers to fight, Tr's thou 
mult fight my battels for 
me, or | ſhall fall by the 
hands of theſe ftrong and 
towring luſts, Whar.bar- 
teries, aſſaults, *and ſtorms 
doth Satan raiſe againſt my 
ſoul! Heb.2.1o,Eph.6.12. 

11, Come as a condem- 
ned MaletaQtor and loſt pri- 
ſoner to Chriſt, as to your 
Advocate and Interceſlor. 
Lay oper your bad cauſe 
and ſad eſtate, 

I. Your crimes are great 
and feartul,” horrid treafon, 
and that againſt the higheſt 
Majeſty. 
2, Your 


309 Direttions how to 
2 Your accuſers and ad- 
verſaries many, ſubrtil, dilt- 
gent and cruel, The Devil, 
your own heart, and ac- 
quaintance can bring itt 
black bills againſt you. 

3. The Lawof God con- 
demns you; and your doom 
is.-dreadful, 

4. The great God yonr 
Judge, is highly-incenſed, 
affronted and diſhonoured. 

Now apply your ſelf to 
Jeſus Chriſt , who has un- 
dertook as bad cauſes ; ſay, 
Eord, ſtand between the 
flaming fire and revenging 
{word of Gods wrath and 
my poor ſoul, 177m, 2.5. 
LET. 1.2, 


only Lord and Soveraign, 


ears to hear thy voyce, and 


ſides thee have ruled over 


OT Open nn NG 
— 4 Ps 


cloſe with Chrif, Fo 


r2, Come as a willins: 
ſervant to a good Maſter, 
as a loyal Subject to your: 


to obey, honour and love 
him above all others, and 
that to the death, . Say, 
Here I am, what wilt thow 
have me to do> Here is . 
my head to know thee, my 
heart to love thee, my 
tongue to praiſe thee, mine 


mine hands and feet to do 
thy will. Other Lords be- 


me, But thou art mine on-- 
ly Saviour and Prince, As 
5, 30,31, Heb, 5.9, Idil- 
like. 


32 Diredions how to 


like none of thy commands, 
they are rightcous , good 
and reaſonable ; bur 1 find 
fault with mine own wret- 
ched heart, that I can no 
more heartily love,and rea- 
dily obey them. Say, Thy 
work 15 as Adam's was 1n 
Paradiſe, a pleaſure and 
not a toyl ; as the Bee la- 
bouring , ſucks honey and 
ſweetneſs, 1 Foh,5.3. What 
ſweet, ſoul-raviſhing work 
will my heart make of 
praying, hearing, and me- 
ditating, &c, when thou - 
ſtreameſt forth thy graces, 
thoſe bleſſed ſilver drops of 
heaven into every vein of 
my ſoul, _. I3, 


cloſewith Chriſt, "$1 


13, Come as a poor 
worthleſs Spoule to Chriſt, 
as to an honourable and 
glorious husband. Come 
both fcr thy wedding Gar- .. 
ment and matchleſs porti- 
on. Come as Abigal to Da- 
vid, 1 $Sam,25,40,41 42, 
fay, Lord,here lam meanly, 
yea vilely deſcended, by (in 
a child of Satin, and thou 
art the Lord from Heaven, 
Enoble me with thy grace, 
which is divine and heaven- 
ly blood, far above the he- 
roical blood of Anceſtors. 
Here | am ragged, decrepit 
and deformed through fin, 
Cover my filth and naked- 
- neſs 


74 Diredions how to- 


neſs with thy white, ſpot 
leſs garment, that my 


ſhame appear not, VVhar 


is platting the hair, decking 


a filthy , ſlimy carkaſe, to 


the adorning the ſoul with 


invaluable grace! Every 


grace of thine is a rich Dia- 


mond, a Pearl, yea far a- 
bove. The ſoul fill'd with 
God, is a little Heaven on 
Earth ; and theſe graces are 


the beſpangling ſtars and: 


olittering lamps thereof. 

Read that notable Deſcri- 

ption, Ezek, 16.3.t0 14, 
Theſe rich ornaments, 


this crown, not of gold bur 


- of grace and glory , none 


bur: 


Cloſe with Chrift, 35 
bur Chriſts Bride wears. 
Every morning ſet your 
ſelf ſolemnly, as inthe pre- 
{cence of God Omnilcient, 
and charge your heart to 
give in a true anſwer to 
theſe enquiries , as it will 
account for theſe and many 
others things at the day of 
Judgment before all the 


World, 
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Serious Queſtions to put 
to our ſouls every 
Morning. 


Qu. 1. q = did 7 lye 
down and riſe 


#p?*Was God in my thoughts? 
And if.ſo, were the thoughts 


of him ſweet and precious to . 


my foul ? Plal.139. 2,3 4. 
Pfal. 92.0,2, 

2, In what frame is my 
heart at preſent ? Do I ad- 
mire Gods goodneſs for the 
laſt nights ſleep, for adding 
more time 10 my life: and 
am I heartily thankful ? 
Prov. 3.24. | 

3. Can 


9ueſt. for Morning. 37 
Can Ireally commit all 
mine affairs 10 God this da), 
| ;o be guided by his connſel, 

rorefted and provided for 
by his care > ind to be wit- 
ling to be at Þ& diſpoſe * 
' &c, 1 Pet. 5.7- 


Pſal. 37-4 
eſolved 10 ſpeak 
, what 
In the 


to (in,and a7 
If 1 am Gods child, 1 
at 


38 Queſt. for Morning, her 
n0t wear the glorious gar-F'* 
ment of” Righteouſneſs , that©* 
royal ſparkling livery of| , 
Heaven > If an heir of hea- ab 
wen, ſhould I not caſt off the 
rags of corruption , and take | 
heed of defiling my ſelf with 
the mire of ſia ? Neut. 5.32, 
Jude 23. What ſhould I do 
2yore then others ? Mat, 5, 


11 


3 Who t the greateft de- 
cetver f if my beart, let me 
20: truft, but watch over it 
all this day | -Wherein are 
the greateſt dangers, the moſt 
horrid and woful miſtakes ? 
if about mens ſon's, let me 
wentare the loſs of all ra- 
ther 


| Queſt, for Morning, 39 


her then of my precious ne- 


fuer dying ſoul, Jer. 17. 9, 


if 0- 


f 
e 
; 


7. What are mine impla- 
able, potent, and ſoul-rui- 
ing enemies, bnt the fleſh, 
the Devil, and the World ? 

er me not pamper the one, 
bearken to the ſecond , wor 


| Bdolize the third; Let me 


beware of them, watch and 
be ſober, Rom.$.8.8&c,Gal. 
5. 17,19. 1 Pet. 5.8, Jam. 
4. 4. 1 Joh.2. 15. 

8. Who « and canbemy 
beſt friend, but God? Let 


 Yave take care in all things ts 
Wpleaſe him, fear provekin 


him, Let me love him me 
4 


' 4o © 2neſt for Mornize. 
all my heart, obey him with ' 
all my might,and hononr him 

Ti] throughout all the day, Plal 

«| I44.15. 

Ci 9.YYherein ts the greateſ 
vanity and vexation, but in 
the world ? Let me then 
ſlight and not admire an, 

adore it, VVhat s the ſure 

* gatn and moſt laſting good ? 
Certainly Godlineſs ; let me 
then prize, preſs after, and 
Gvein it,Eccleſ.1.2, 1Tim. 
4.8, Ch.6.6,7. 

Io, YVhat is my heavenly 
© | work, but to run a race, fight 
# | 4a good fight, ſtrive and wre- 

El ftle ? Can this be withont 
care,diligence and waichful- 
neſs? 


mn ww 


Durſt. for Morning, 41 
neſs ? 1 Cor.9.24., 0h that 
1 4 vein of Religion might run 
11 thorow all I do this day | 
ii. Whoſe eyes will be 

(of pon me all this day , to ob- 
im ſerve head and heart, ip and 
ul life ? Will not Ged's, the 
1d Fradge of all the earth ? and 
-ell dare I ſin in his preſence ? 
| dare I ſo highly affront him 
zell 20 his face ? . Heb, 4. 13. 
1d Gen. 39.9. CEE ; 
1 12, 1f 7 ſhonld ſpend this 

day in vanity, fin and idle- 
gh eſs ,will it not be "Tap © 
jo and ſorrow at night ? If 1 
fl ſpend it holily and profitably, 
if ſhall 1 not pray with more 
| confidence, 4nd lie down 
_ 


4 # 43 Queſt for Morning, 


with the more peace ? Will 
ot the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience be ground of great 
rejoycing ? Plal, 4. 7, 8. 
2 Cor. 1.12, 

13 How would I have 


this day repreſented at the 


great day of Fudgment? 
What words, thoughts, aud 
attions, would I have then 
brought forth> Let mine be 


ſuch ; for certainly all muſt” 


then be laid open, 2 Tim. 


6. 11,12,17,18,19,Eccleſ. 


II.S. 

14 How may I this day 
order my ſecular buſineſs 
with moſt wiſdom and hone= 
ſty , and for my greater ad- 

Van- 


= 


mu AgDpWn i= <&aAS, 


a, = I" 


Dueft.for Morning. 43. 
vantage ? Pal. 112.5. 
Is Aml fit now to pour 
ont my ſont to Gedin Prayer 
Can I firſt and chiefeſt ſeek 
the Kingdom of God ? Mat, 
6. 33. Plal. 5.2, 3. 
| Separate your ſelf every 
Evening from allcompany, 
and ask your heart theſe 
Queſtions; And wherein 
you have been guilty , be 
(heartily ſorrowtful, and be 
pardon :. and wherein Go 
has enabled you to be in a- 
ny meaſure faithful , bleſs 
; | God and be thankful. 
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Every Evening #k theſe 
Lueftions, 


IT X- 7 Hat have I done 
this day for God 
and his Glory > what can IN, 
now look back upon with, 
comfort > M3cab, 6.8, 21 
2 In whac frame hath, 
mine” heart been all thi 
day > what have I defired po 
moſt, Heavenly ot Earth e 
ly things >' Harh fy joyſlt 
been more in God and infl;, 
hope of glory , then in ri, 
ches, honours', &c > Va: 
my grief moſt for fin, ol}, 


for troubles ? What have T 


Dueſt.for Evening, 45 
I moſt ſuckt comfort from 
and lived upon , Creatures 
the Ciſtern, or God the 
Fountain > Fer. 2.12, 13, 

Hb. 3. 17,18. 

ad 3 Whar were mine aims 

and ends, in what I went 

MI bame Havel been fincers, 
and exerciſed a good con- 

h ſcience towards God and 

Men > Did Leat and drink, 

q pray and diſcourſe with an 

eye to Gods glory 2 or ra- 

ther did ſelf fir uppermoſt 
in all? 1 Cor,10.31. I Pet. 

$I , 

4 What ſpiritual duties 
have 1 performed this day? 
Did I regard rhe manner 

— Aa 


1 
) 
| 
1 
7 
I 
'e 


45 Queſt.for Eventar. 
as well as the mattery outf}3 
ofconſciencedid I do them, || 4} 
and not out of cuſtom? Didf| 5 
I pray fervently, read with o 
care and obſervation , me-|if & 
ditate ſo ſerioufly as rho- 
rowly to affe& the heart ?|}| + 
Rom. 12, 11, Tam.5.16, || © 
5 How faithful, diligenth , 
and carefml have I been inf « 
my Place and Calling ; 
Have there been no idleffl 
hours in the day ?- Rom. 12, 
IIi.17:.5.13. Prov.10.4 
1 The([.4.11.. ', | 
6 What have been my] 
company this day > What 
good have I done to them 
_orreceived from them? Did 


2urſh.for Evening, 47 
I reprove, exhort, ſtreng- 
then, encourage, comfort, 
or warn , as occaſion was 
oiven, and need required 2 
Col, 4. 6, Heb. 10.24.25. 

7 How have | born the 
troubles and croſles of the 
day >> Did .I not murmur , 


q vex; nor fink> Did 1 nor 


entertain hard thoughts of, 
ror utter raſh-words againſt 


God 2 Phil 4.11,12. 


8: What were my tem- 
ptations'this'day, and what 
my fits > Was I nor. eaſily 
drawn into {in'>- - Little 0- 
ver-aw'd or reſtrained by 
Gods All-ſeeing eye, mer- 


_<ciful heart, or revenging 


G3 hand > 


| 438 Queſt, for Evening. 


hand? Was I not ſoon 
proud, angry.? &c, Did I 
not long continue in it, and 
have yet thorowly repen- 
tedof it > What convici- 
on or mercy , or warning 
did I fin againſt > 1/a. 59, 
a4 3s Jer$. 6. © © 
9 What were my mer- 
cies this day, and how was 
my heart under them > Was 
I affeted with Gods good- 
neſs ,- and unfeignedly 
thankful , and therefore 
cheerfully fruitful in good 
works? Have I priz'd my 
health, friends, and eſtate > 
&c, Eph.5.20, 

10 What have learnt 
this 


_ 


Aueſt. for Evening. 49 
nfſthis - day > What more 
IFheart-afteting knowledge 
1dfſhave I got of God and his 
1-| glory , of my felf and my 
i-Miins: of this world and 
gf that to come? Phil, 1, g, 
2 Pet, 3.18, Col. 1.9, 10, 

x1 Whatof Gods word 
-E have I remembred or read, 
SI repeated or heard this day? 
SE Was any Scripture ſweer 
/ 
| 


and 'good' to my- foul? 
What promiſe did I] by 
Faith make mine own? - 
What particular command 
did in any thing ſway and 
ruleme> 2 Tim.3. 15, 16, 
17. 
12 What graces have 1 
C4. -cpe- 


50 2ueſt.for Evening, 
eſpecially exerciſed > Have 
I lived by Faith, loved God 
withall my heart and ſoul > 
Denied my ſelf in any thing 
dear to me for God ? 2 Per. 
I. 6, 

13 Have I this day li- 
ved upon, lov'd, honour'd, 
- and reverenc'd God the 


Father, as my Sun, Shield, | 


- and Portion > Have I this 
day priz'd,own'd,and made 


uſe of Chriſt as my Savi- | 


. our ,, Interceſſour, and 
Friend; As my Roor, 

Head, and Husband 2 Hath 
the Holy Ghoſt keen to me 
a Direor, or Comforter , 
a: Quickner, or Confirmer > 
Have 


co TFT 


{ 5; 
d 
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Dueſt for Evening; ST: 
Have I cheriſht. and- not 
quenchr its motions ?- Pſal; 
364, II, 

14 Have I been-affe&ed 
wich the evils of {in or -mi- 
fery of others, of Nation; 
Pariſh and Family, of 
Friends or Focs > Have I 
bada pititul heart,or boun- 
tiful hand to any in want ? 
Pſal. 119, 136. Fam 2,15, 
I'6, 

15 Have Iſhewn more 
eſpecial love and pity to 
thoſe that-are of the houſ- 
hold of Faith >- how have 
I honour'd thoſe that fear 
the Lord > Pſal,15.4. Pſal. 
16;3, Hath a-gedly Foo or. 

| G4. L8+- 


$2 neſt. for Evening. 
Lazarus , though in rags 
and ſores, been unto me as 
an Orient Pearl on a Dung- 


hill> Have I not valued 


men more according to 


greatneſs 5 then. goodneſs 2 
Gal. 6. Io, 


16. Did the Church of ! 
Godand intereſt of Chriſt } 
lienear my heart this day | 
have I heartily prayed for |} 
the welfare of S702 and | 
mourned when its ſongs are | 
turned into Jamentations , 


and its glory into deſolati- 
en-? Do I prefer Feruſa- 


lem avove my. chief joy >- 


Fer.19.1, 
17 Canmy Family wit- 
nels 


LNueſt.for Evening; 55 
neſs that I bave done any 
good for or by them? Can 
thoſe that beſt know me , 
ſpeak beſt for me > Have I 
been good as Husband or 
Wife 2 Pal, 101.2.c. as 
Parent or Child, as Maſter 
or Servant. > Ephbeſ. 6.1. 
OF. 

18 Have I wrong'd no. 
man in his eſtate , by over- 
reaching him ;.in his name. 
by flandering, or back-bi- 
ting >- 1 Theſſ, 4. 6. in his 
ſoul or body, by letting him; 
fall mto, or live in-.any fin 
or trouble >- have I done to 
others, as I would they: 
Mould do to- me > Mar, 
7.,12.. 19. Have: 


54. Queſt.for Evening, 

19 Have l forgiven mine 
enemies, rejoyc'd at others 
merctes, and not envied:. a- 
ny ones honour, riches, or 
friends, and coveted them > 
Luke 6.27.t0 35, Matth, 6, 
I2,14,15. 

20 AmlI of a. quict, 
peaceable ſpirit> Have I 
not quarrel'd and contend- 
ed with my neighbours e 
Or dol makeup breaches 
and follow peace with all 
men > Do. I honour the 
King, and obey Governors 
for Conſcience ſake ? Xo, 
I.2, I8. Kom.13,.1.,C7c. 

21 Hath my. cloathing 
been ſuitable ro my place 
and 


Deſt. for Evening, 55 
and ſtation > Hath my car- 
riagze been ſober, difcreer, 
and ſertous> Have I not 
been.vain, wanton, nor fro- 
thy in my diſcourſe or ſpt- 
rit? I Pet. 3.34, 2 Til, 
Fs. 
22. Have I ſcorn'd and 
contemn'd-the glory of the 
world, accounting it but 
dirt for Grace, and droſs for 
Chriſt > 1 Fob. 5. 4,5. 

23 Have I really ſet 
death before me > My life 
as a vapour,a ſhadow ?- if I 
ſhould die dayly, what 
preparation have I made 
for it > Am1 ſure, butthis 

is my laſt night > ' If God 
a ſhould: 


56 Dueſt, for Evening. 
ſhould ſhut mine eyes. by 
death, how 1s it like to be 
with my ſoul > Dare I lie 
down with the guilt or filth 
of any one fin > Is there 
any returning from the 
Grave to amend > No 
certainly, 2 Cor, 4, 14, 16. 
I Cor, 15. 54, fc. Prov, 
27.1, 
24 CanLtell how great 
_ the day of Judgment will 
be > how glorious and ter- 
rible> And dare I meet 
Chriſt coming in flaming 
fire, with ten thouſand of 
my fins to take vengeance?- . 
Can I hold up my head > 
Are my graces ſound, _ 
of 


Que. for Evening, 57 
of the right kind > All is 
not gold that gliſters, Have 
I this day ſearcht, judg'd, 
and condemn'd my ſelf > 
x Cor. tt. 31, 2VYor. 5, 10, 
xl. 2 Theſ]- 1.8.9,10. 

25 Do [ believe Hell 
rorments dreadful and eter- 
nal > Its flames unſpeaka- 
bly ſcorching > Its miſery: 
endlefs and eaſeleſs> And: 
do I not fy from this wrath 
to come ? Kev. 14. I0,I1, 

26. Have I aſcended in 
the triumphant Chariot of 
Faith this day, and beheld: 
the new Feruſalem , Gods 
glorious Palace? Did TI live, 
love, think. and talk as an 


53 Queſt. for Evening, 
Heir of this kingdom 2 Eph. 
1.,18,19, 

27 Have I notin all I 
have done, minded man 
more then God > Have I. 
not minded only the clean- 
fi1g the outlide > Eph, 6. 

» 6, 
: 28 Dare Hie down this 
night without praying cear- 
neſtly to God for the par- 
don of my ſins, the bleſſings 
of the night, and the ſalva-» 
ton of my ſoul? 
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Dzreitions for the fbrif# 0b- 
ſervation of the Lords © 
Day, 


For Preparation, 
L Rder all your week 
buſineſs ſo wiſely 
before hand, that you may 
have no unneceflary work 
on Gods day ; that your 
hands may be as free as 
poſſible from worldly work, 
and your heads from-world-. 
ly cares and thoughts. Exod, 
20,8,9,10,1T. 
2 Think ſeriouſly, What 
a weighty work am I going 
about !. My week-affairs. 
are 


60 Strid obſervations 


are but Toys and Trifles to || * 
this, What are Sheep, ; 
Oxen, or Shops, to Grace, 
Chriſt, or Heaven > Can || ' 
I betoo careful and ſerious | 
in Gods Work, in Soul- 
ſalvation work > . Surely 
no. How holy ſhould my . 
thoughts be, how heavenly 
my diſcourſe, how earneſt 
mine endeavours all the 
day fong > 1ſa, 58. 13, 14: 
3 Therefore prepare with 
all your might, ſearch your 
hearts and lives, 1: Chros. 
29.1, 2, t Find out what 
your ſins are, to confeſs, 
mourn over , and pray a- 
gainſt, Lam.3.20, 2 m_ 
race 


of rhe Lords Day, 61 
the Mercies' are you want 
for foul or body, for your 
Friends, Families, and Na- 
tion 5 account this a Mar- 
ket day for your ſouls, 
Rev. 3,17,18 3 What 
bleflings received,and what 
thanks to be returned, ſal. 
116,12. 

4 Think with your ſelf, 
What good did I get by 
former, yea , by the laſt 


'Sabbath > Was my heart 
then broken, or warm'd . 


with love to God, and the 
like > What did I then 
learn, and how have I pra- 
Etiſed it in_ the Week > 
Have I fully digeſted by 

medt- 
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62 Strift obſer 481005 
meditation,firmly believed, | 
and faithfully obeyed the | 
truths were laſt taught me > | 
Iſa.r,11.&. ; 
5 Beg earneftly of God, | 
thar he would help-you to | 
ſantifie a Sabbath , that | 
this may be the beſt Sab- | 
bath you ever kept. That 
your heart may be more 
tender, humble , and hea- 
venly ; that the out-goings 
of your ſoul may be more 
free, ſtrong, and fixed, and 
the incomes of Heavenly 
grace and comfort more 
abundant : that God may 
reap more glory, and: you 
receve more good then 
ever 


of the Lords Day. 63 
ever heretofore. That the 


{ holy keeping of- this Sab- 
EZ bath, may be ancarcneſt to 
4 you of keeping a never ne- 
4 ver-ending Sabbath wijrh 
{ Godin glory. 


To this end pray eſpeci- 


| ] ally for theſe four things. 


I That God may pre- 
pare a ſuitable word for 
your ſoul , that the Mini- 
ſters mouth may be open- 
ed, and his heart enlarged, 
and his meſſage full of 
goodneſs, Thar it may be 
the pure, plain, and pow- 


erful Word of God, Ephe. 
6, 18,19, 
2 That 


64 Strift obſervations 
2 That God would fill 
his own Ordinances with | 
: his own preſence and bleſ-| 
ſing : that he would touch | 
your heart, when man 
ſpeaks to the ear, Drop, 
yea, ſtream down heavenly |} 
grace through theſe Con-. 
duit Pipes, 1/4.48.17. Luke | 
I6, T4. | 
2 That you may have the | 
kearing Ear,the fceing Eye, 
and the underſtanding 
Heart 5 rhat you may be 
W | reachable, willing to learn, 
| Bf and apt to receive what 
8 God delivers, Jam,1,21,22, 
Fſal, 110, 3. 
4 That 


ana © = 3 


for the Lords Day, 65 


4 That your ſouls ene- 
mies may be kept off, at 


| leaſt reliſted and kept 
g down, That your hearts 
] may not deceive you, the 
4 Devil divert you, nor the 


| World diſtra&t or diſturb 


 & you, 


Having thus in ſome 


. meaſure prepared your 
hearts for the Solemn work 
{ of this grcat Day z obſerve 


and pra@ice theſe follow- 
ing dire&ions, as ever you 
hope to haverhe bleſhng of 


{ the Sabbath, 


1 As 


66 Stirid obſervations 


x Asſ{oon as you awake | 
fix your hearts and eyes 
heaven-ward ; bleſs God 
that you ſee the light of one | 
day more, eſpecially Gods |} 
day z wherein you may la- 
bour to have your fins par- 
doned and purged, and 
your ſouls furniſht with 
Trace, and (o fitted for glo- 
ry, Call the Sabbath your 
delight, Pſal. 118.23, 24, 
Pſal., 59.16. 

2 Beg heartily of God, 
that he would frengthen 
you by his grace,to do what 
he requires, as he would 
have it done; that he would 
pardon your unpreparati- 

on, 


© Non, bear with your infirmi- 
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ties, accept of your poor 
ſervices, and Crown all 


> with his blefling, 2 Chroz, 
g 20.18,19,20, 


3 That you be fitted for 
the holy and heavenly work 
of the day 3 affe& your 
C heart with ſome or all of 
J theſe Ten following chings: 


1 With the Majeſty of 
that God whom you are to 
wait upon, ſal. 95. 2,3, 
&c. 
S 2 With the vileneſs of 

ſin, and of your ſelves be- 
cauſe of ſin. | 

3 With the ſweetneſs 

D of 
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1 Asſ{oon as you awake 
fix your hearts and eyes 
heaven-ward ; bleſs God 
that you ſee the light of one 
day more, eſpecially Gods 
day; wherein you may la- 
bour to have your fins par- 
doned and purged, and 
your ſouls furniſht with 
Trace, and fo fitted for glo- 
ry. Call the Sabbath your 
delight, Pſal. 118,23, 24. 
Pſal, 59.16. 

2 Beg heartily of God, 
that he would frengthen_ 
you by his grace,to do what 
he requires, as he would 
have it done; that he would 
pardon your unpreparati- 

ON, 


$ 
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on, bear with your infirmi- 
ties , accept of your poor 
ſervices, and Crown all 
with his bleſſing, 2 Chroz, 


3 39.18,19,20, 


3 That you be fitted for 


I che holy and heavenly work 


of the day ; affe&t your 


heart with ſome or all of 


theſe Ten following things: 


1 With the Majeſty of 
that God whom you are to 
wait upon, ſal. 95. 2,3, 


Ic. | 
2 With the vileneſ(s of 


fin, and of your ſelves be- 


cauſe of fin. 7 
3 With the ſweetneſs 
D of 
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of Chriſt , and the great- 
neſs of his Love ﬀand Mer- 
cle, 
4 With the-excellency of 
that heavenly work you are 
going abour, and the gain 
of godlineſs. 
-- 5 With the vanity of 
the world , and all thinssf 
_ therein, 

6 With the worth, and 
high value of your immor-! 
tal ſouls. & 

7 With the rage,ſubtil-| 
- A and diligence of your! 

oul : 


S ENEmies, 


8. Eſpecially with theF 
deceitfulneſs of your own|f 


'F 


hearts, 
9 Withy, 
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9 Withthe Terrour and 
Torment of Hell. 

io With the unſpeaka- 
ble and everlaſting glory of 
Heaven, 


4 Carefully, and con- 
ſcenciouſly perform Fa- 


Emily Duties, Fofb, 24+ 


I5. 


x See that your Servants 


Fand Children of age, waſte 
Snort away the Morning 1n 
E \leep or idleneſs. 


2 Cauſe them to joyn 


Etogether in Prayer, Read- 
Jing, or any other Godly Ex- 
| erciſe, Ger. 18, 19, 


D 2 31t 
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3 If you have time, you 
may Catechiſe them , or 
diſcourſe to them of any 


thoſe former Ten things, 


Deut, 6.6,7. 


1 Inform your ſclves| 


and them, Whar a great 
and glorious Majcſty and 


Maſter you are to ſerve ,| 


Mal, 1.14, 


2 What a bleſſed and 
heavenly work you go a-hþ 


bout ; that it's heart work, 


| 


j «& 


Joh, 4. 24, and there-| 
fore hard and difficult) 


work, and yet that its plea- 


{ant and excellent, Prov, | 


3.17, Chap,8.34,35. Oh| 
the 
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the fatneſs of Gods houſe, 
and the beauties of holi- 
neſs ! 

3 What an abundant 
and unſpeakable reward at- 
tends the well-doing, even 
life everlaſting, Rom 6.22, 
and how feartul a thing it is 
to trifle and be careleſs in 
tt, Lev.10,3. Mal. 1,8, 13, 
14. Hib, 12, 28, 29, Adts 
20,9. 

4 Exhort and command 
them to be art all good ex- 
crciſes yea, watch over , 
and look after them, Re- 
member the fourth Com- 
mandment binds you to 
look to all within your 
D3 care 
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care and power, Man-ſer- 
vant, Maid-ſcrvant , &c, 


If God had no more pityſ 


and mercy to the ſouls of 
children and ſervants, then 
many bloody Parents and 
Maſters , they muſt needs 
ſwim inthe dircful Gulph 
of their {ins, into. utter de- 
ſtruction, | 

5 Repair to the publick 
places of Worſhip: If you 


have no Miniſter in your | 


own Pariſh, go where 15 
rhe moſt ſoul-ſearching , 
heart-melting , and ſinner- 
rowling Preaching, &c, 1/a. 


"Ry 
Take 


y 
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Take theſe Rules with 


| you, 


1 Throughly weigh theſe 
four things : 


' = Conſider I am this 
day to wait on God , the 
King of Glory, and not on 
man; and therefore am I 
to come with all fear and 
care 3 What an infinite 
greatneſs am I to admire 
and reverence > What 
rich goouneſs am I to love 
and delight in > what 
depths of wiſdom to look 

D4 into ?- 
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into > what infallible truth 
to reſt upon and bclieve ? 
what a wrath and ficry in- 
dignation to tremble at ? 
God is glorious in holineſs, 
and of pure eyes, ſa 6, 1, 
2, 3. 


2 What a poor worth- | 


leſs worm and wretch am 


I> How fhould I come | 


crawling , crouching, and 
trembling to the Throne of 
Grace > What am [I but 
duſt andaſhes , but putre- 
f{xtion , yea, a fink of 
ſin> Jſa. 6. 5, Fob 42, 


5, 6. 
3 I have not onely an 


empty 


* 


| 


7,8. 


F 
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empty heart , void of all 
good , but an envious 
heart, full of all miſchief 
and perverſneſs, Rom, 8. 


4 Yet what prep:-ation- 


| have I made >. Have I not 


ſpent more time and care: 
to dreſs my body for the 
eye of mair, then to deck: 
my ſoul for the eye of- 
God? Fob 1, 13, 14, I5. 
Pſal, 10.17. 


2 As youare going to: 
Gods hotſe, 


L If you are alone, fill 
Ds your 
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your heart with heavenly 
Meditations, hunger and 
thirſt after the Word, 
1 Pet.2.2, Mat.5.6, Think, 
if God ſhould meet my 


ſoul and bleſs it: Oh that 


he would ! 


2 If you are in comþa- | 


ny, talk of God and his || 


Word , but. without pride | 
or affeQarion.. Or hear | 


others heavenly diſcourſe : 
bur if. they are ſuch as ſa- 
vour only of Earth, and 
ſcorn Godlineſs, either re- 
prove or leave them, 2: Cor, 
6,17, 

3 As 


I — . 
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3 As you enter Gods 
preſence, really expe his 
goodneſs to paſs before 
you. See - Exod. 33. 18. 
to the end, Chap. 34. 67. 
Earneſtly look for the light 


{ of his Countenance , Pal. 


4. 6. Say, Lord, thou haſt 


|| promiſedto be in the midit 


{ of thy people, Pſal. 133.3; 
| Matth. 18, 20, Pow the 


Heavens and come down - 
Let thy. greatneſs aw us, 
and thy. goodneſs refreſh 
us. By Faith, behold God 
in the higheſt Heavens, 
ſurrounded with . glorious 
Saints: and Angels, and 

eee: take. 
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rake heed to thy ſelf, Ec- 
—_— $7, 2. and yer 
through Chriſt, come with 
boldneſs, and cry Abba 
Father, Heb. 4. 15, 16. 
Chapter 10, 19, 20, 21, 
23, 


4 Make a Covenant with 
your eyes , that they gaze 
not about to ſee, who ts 


in the Congregation , and 


what Clothes they wear 
and the like z Take heed 
of a wandering departing 
heart, Matth. 15, 8, 9. 
Fix your- Eycs on the Mij- 
niſter , your Ears on the 
VWord; 


| 


hn As, . 6 -; 
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Word, and your heart on 
God, Pſal, 123.1,2, 


5 Be reverend in the 
geſture of your bodies , 
bow your knees as well as 
your hearts before the 
Lord ; it the place be nor 
convenient for kneeling , 
ſtand upright, 1 Cor,14.40, 


6 Whatever Spiritual 
work you fer about, do it 
with all your might and 
ſoul, Eccleſ, 9, 10. Rom, 
12, 11, As, 


I In Prayer , while the 


Miniſter 
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Miniſter is confeſſing and 
bewailing ſin , ler your 
heartseven melt, bleed and . 
break, Foel 2. 13. When 
he begs Mercy , let your 
ſouls breath and pant after 
it,- Pſal, 42.1,2, VWhen he 
returns thanks and praiſe, 
| ler all that is within you 
bleſs Gods holy Name, 
+ P[a. 103.1, 2. 

2 If Singing , let your 
hearts make melody to the 
Lord; Take heed when 
' your voice 1s high , your 
heart be not dead, flat and 
low, Col, 3, 16, Epheſ. 5. 


I9, 
3. When 
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3 When the Word is 
read or preacht, mind. This 
15 the Word of God, 1 Theſ, 
2 83, 


1 Ir is his Command, 

and dare I diſobey it> Oh 
that. my ways were dire- 
ed! Pſal. 119.45. 
'_ 2 Doth God threaten 
theſe. Judgments,. and de- 
nounce theſe curſes on ſin- 
ners? And mult I not trem- 
ble ? 

3 Are theſehis calls and 
invitations > his rich pro- 
miſes and great love > and 
ſhall I refuſe all> Doth 

= ns 
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God knock at the door of 
my heart > Let the everla- 


ſting doors thereof fly 0- 
pen,that the King of Glory 
may come in, . 

4 While the Miniſter 1s 
pronouncing the Blefling, 
poſt not away, (a fault too 
common every where) but 
hope, deſire , and believe 
it ſhall come down upon 


- you, Pſal. 133.3; Prov, 8, 


3.33 34» 35- 
5 Take heed afterward 


that Satan may not-fteal a- 
way the good ſeed ſown 
that the thorny cares of the 
world may not choak ir, 
RE... 
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Mark 4.14.to 20, Let not 
the VVorld get into your 
mouths , as ſoon as the 
Word is out of the Mini- 
ſtcrs. Some have been ſin- 
{ck when they hear a row- 
ſing Sermon, whcn the 
Word flaſhes Hcil-fire in 
their faces, a little ſtartled ; 
bur it's as men are Sea lick, 
vomit up the Word, and 
come aſhore to tice World, 
and all is well agatn, 

6 As ſoon as you come 
home, bes of God: to 
bleſs the Word you have 
heard , that it may not be 
as water ſpilt on the 
ground- 
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ground, but that your me- 
mories may retain it , your 
hearts love, and your wills | « 
obey it, 1 Cor, 3.6, That G 
it may tear, rent-and-fetch ; 
blood from your luſts , that | ; 
ir may fire your hearts with 
love to, and zeal for God 
and that love may fill your 
mouths with good words, 
and your hands with good 
works, Rom. 2, 13. 

7 When you fit down 
to dinner , having begged 
Gods blefling on the-food 
of Soul and Body, Manh. 
14. 19, 


x Eat 


1 Eat no more then will 
fit and enable you comfor- 
tably and lively to ſerve 
God , Lnke 21. 34, Many 
fill their bellies ſo at this 
time, that they are fit only 
to lay their drowſie heads 
on the Devils pillow of 
ſloth, 

2 Talk of Gods Word 
fitting down and riſing up, 
Let your hearts be hea- 
venly , and your diſcourſe 
ſavoury , ſeaſoned with 
Grace, A Table without 
ſome good diſcourſe, dit- 
fers little from a manger, 


Ta, CC 13. 
: 8 Af 
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$ After Dinner , either 
repeat the Word heard , 


or read in the Bible, or in 


ſome other good book, 
and call your own heart, 
and your family to an ac- 
count for what you have 
heard, Deut.6,7,8,9. 

9 In the time appoint- 
ed, go wich your Family 
to the publick, as in the 
Morning. Think -not half 
a day enough for God and 
your ſouls, 


1 If you come to the 
Congregation before the 
Miniſter , ſpend not away 
the 
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the time in idle imagina- 
tions or worldly diſcourſe, 
Or any vain ſtories ; but e1- 
ther meditate on God or 
his Word, or talk heavenly 
and holily. It's ſad to ſee a 
Church-yard filled with 
idle perſons, to hear no- 
thing bur of this or that per- 
{on and family, The great 
Queſtions are , how Corn 
was ſold the laſt Market 
day, and what Corn in ſuch 
a field > and the like. 
Poor barren empty ſouls ! 
have you no better things 
to employ your heads and 
congues about ? Rather ask, 

__ What 
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Whar a good Word we 
heard this day > How are 


we now to provide for 


Heaven > The Devil is fo 
buſte in the Church-yard 
{owing his ſeed, that Gods 
ſeed rakes little place and 
rooting in the Church, 
Can you do the Devils 
work now , and the next 
hour Gods? I am perſwa- 
ded, the ſeaſoning of per- 
ſons hearts with vanity and 
frothy diſcourſe before Ser 
mon,hath been a very great 


hindrance to the efficacy of 


the Word, and the good of 


many poor ſouls, 
wh 2 Warm 


2 Warm your hearts 
with love to God, and de- 
light in the work 3 think 
not that falling down on 
your knees at your entrance, . 
and tumbling over a few 
words, is a ſufficient prepa- 
ration, It's an harder work 
then moſt imagine , to fit 
the ſoul for God, ** | 

3 When you are wait- ' 
ing on God, take heed of 
drowſineſs, dcadneſs, er 
diſtraction, Remember, a 
careleſs heart, a drowſie 
body , dull affe&ions and 
dead ſervices are not fit for 
a living God, Think, _ 
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> —_ : 
= 1s. AI ; 
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I pray now as for Heaven > 
hear as one hearing God 
ſpeaking from Heaven > 
Is my heart ſuch as God 
may love and delight in > 
It's to be fear'd, many 
can tell, where the win- 
dows and ſeats are broken, 
what ſpots on the walls, 
and the like , better then 
what the Text, Dotrines, 


. or Heads of the Sermon 


were. 
4 Take heed how you 
ſpend the Evening. The 


heart is very apt to be vain 
after ſerious Duties. If 


God hathſer home any ſin, 
=} ſhewn 
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ſhewn you any duty , run 
that over and over in your 


retired thoughts > Pſa. 
LL 


10 When you are about 

your neceſlary worldly 
work, as ſerving your cat- 
tel , wad the like ;.. Take 
heed of carrying a worldly 
heart tnto the Fd. Turn 
all things you ſee cr hear 
heavenly. [t your cattel 
ſtray, think, How apt am I 
to 50.out of, 
( 0 behold the — 
ſee therein Gods power and 
wiſdom , &c. Pſal., 19. 1, 

'E Think 


Gods way! If. 


WY". 
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Think or talk of the Word, 3 
Pal. 19.7.to 11, q 
11 Look on all you have : 
done, as far ſhort of what h 
God deſcrves and requires, ( 
What heavenly, fcrvent, 
zealous prayers doth ſucha | * 
God deſerve, and ſuch rich 
mercy call for> God is 
worthy of a better rongue 
then mine to praiſe him, 
and a better heart to love 
him. Could 1, have done 
all commanded, and never 
ſo well , I were but an un- 
profitable ſervant, Luke 17, 
Lo, Vhat am I then, when 
I come ſo infinitely far 
l. | | ſhort ; | 


Trl So Om 
| 


ſhort 3 when every duty. 1s 
filled up with abundance of 
fin and fearful failings ! 

12 Reſt on nothing” you 
have done for acceptance or 
ſalvation , but on Chriſt 
alone, Diſown all confi - 
dence in your own righte- 
ouſneſs, and expe all the 
bleſſings and promiſes 
ſtreaming to you alone in 
the blood of Chriſt , Pl. 
3+ 8,9. 

13 Before you lie down 
at nizht, look over the days 
work. Search back into e- 
very hour and duty of the 
day, Humble your elf, 
E 2 and 
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and be heartily ſorrowful 
for any miſcarriages ; bleſs 
God, and be unfſeignedly 
thankful, if you have rc- 
ceived any good; and {till 
look our for more, Take 
the ſhame of failings to 
your ſelf, and give "God 
the olory of any enlarge- 


ments, 1 Chron, 29, 10,11, 
&c. 


24 ALL SL LAILKEL LY 


ly] A Catalogue of ſomeBooks 
by Printed for H.Brome, at 
I the Gun in Ivy-laxe. 

e 


| Todates Notes on the 
i Bible, Fol. 

The New Common-Prayer 
with choice Cuts in Copper 
newly engraven , ſuited 10 
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tution of King Charles the 
ſecond , ſhewing his enter- 
tainments in Holland, and 
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